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The Security Risk

s MURRAY KEMPTON

‘are produced by government or at least by il
iiwo most eflective coordinate branches, the De-
fense Dept. and the Joint Chiefs of Staflf.

}le thus has for liberals cerain disturbing as
pects of being a negative Scnalor: i. e his chiel
concerns since he has been in office have ex-
pressed themselves in belng the first Senator to
be disturbed by the CIA und the first to nntice
that the Defense Dept. is now the leading sales
agency for arms to- international adventurers,

For all these reasons, he alarms even his man-
agers a little. They are, after all, practical poli-

The reception .accorded Ser FEugene Me-
Carthy’s intervention in the Dem: crali¢ primaries
is another indication that the sing e act’df a public
man offensive in. American po itics is' one of
siraple personal courage. ) R ‘
We have not scep a’candidate more suspicious-
ly treated by the very persons who ought. to
welcome his preserice ‘since James Maotredith. an-
nounced against Adap ‘Clayton Powell. Weshould,
in fact, be grateful to ‘Sen. McCarthy if only be-
cause the response to his candidacy does so much
1o illuminate the bilious color of all our politics

b}

these days. . '

Sen. Wayne ‘Movse, who would fegard the
President’s reelection as a natlonal dibagfer secs.
ond only (o his own defeal, ahnounices that he will
be neutral for Mr, Johnson in the Oregon. pric
mary. Prof. John Roche tells Drew Pearson thal
he has seen Kennedy and McCarthy with t,.hei'l
heads together on the Senate floor; we are bléssi
ed with the first President of the

!

United States’ . wp (hin it would have been done betier with

tivians or at Jeast trained in that Amerlcan tradi- -
tjon which makes any politician ashamed 1ot to
be thought practical. :

" In that tradition, their meeting to nominate
Senator McCarthY Jast weckend scems to have
been designed tolook as much as possible like
lhe political convention of custom, an imitation

y\"vhifrh rather oddly disturbed the candidate, '

with a faith in culture so vivid that he has a little less hoopla and fewer straw hals. Just

elevated the duties of his major intellectual ad-
viser to include spying on security risks. :
¥ L3 » .

Son. McCarthy’s first deficiency for American
Jberalism is that it is impossible to see what he
can be gelting out of this; American liberalism
has, alas, very little experience with the exercise
of honor. o :

His second’ deficicncy is that he doesn't -have
much property; imagine, 8s an instance, what
would have happened if Sen, Robert Kennedy
had- undertaken this burden. There would have
been a crush of volunteers to share his load, it

. being a journey with just enough risks 1o -be
exciting and. thick enough tie-lines to be reason-
ably safe. ' o C e -

Sen. Mc
Sen. Kennedy, like Mr. Johnson, belongs fo that.
triumphant tradition of Amevican liheralism
which, often as it cops out in practice, continues
15 aver that ali prohlems .can be solved if poverns
ment e gtrong pnd active, ‘Sen, MeCarthy undee-
staneds that, toa jeent degreen; o worst probiems

Carthy's. third deficiency 45 chemical, .

Cepaw you want 1o be thought of.”

a quiet meeting where 1 could make my speech,”
he sald.
’ " ¥ ¥ A

It 1s hard to ssy whether this attitude s o
deficiency. Eugene McCarthy was elected to the
House of Representatives three times and o the
Senate twice; yet none of us can ever resist the
itch o manage candidates who, in the absence
of our assistance, have yet 16°T6se an election.

There ave different ways of caleulating.
Eugene McCarthy may_do badly; and, if he does, .
no amount of management could alter that vesuit;
it would mean that he was just wrong in the
caleulation that ordinary Democratic volers o
not feel as hopeless as Demoeratic officehnlders.
seem t0. ~ ° ,
He should He saluted just for believing in us
when no ona ‘glse did. Someone sald yesrerday
that he could understand why Sen., Kennedy was
reluctant; he had £o mudh property at sluke.

“It depends,” Fugenn MeCarthy answered,
IVs a better
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tost ihan property. .




